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Final In-Class Essay 

 

 

 

There are TWO prompts attached: 

 

PROMPT I :  The Milgram Obedience Experiment 

PROMPT II:  The Stanford Prison Authority Experiment 

 

Selected ONE and only one prompt to respond to  

 



ENGL101 – Fall 2017 

Final  In-Class Essay  

 

PROMPT I:  The Milgram Obedience Experiment  
 

Writing Situation:  You work for a major University (pick whichever one you like, or make up a name). You have 

been tasked with defending an IRB (Institutional Review Board  - see page 154 of S&S) request to perform a 

modified version of Milgram’s Obedience experiment.   

 

A. Defend the need for continued research in the area. Address reasons why research into obedience 

remains a relevant and valid topic of scientific enquiry in 2016 

 

B. Summarize Milgram’s original experiment in general terms. Discuss specific ethical and practical issues 

with the experiment.  (HINT: DO NOT attempt to paraphrase the entire protocol, but locate ways of 

condensing the experiment’s key components)  

 

C. Forward an approach to the Obedience experiment that addresses the fundamental ethical and 

epistemological concerns outlined by the critics.  Demonstrate how the modified approach would 

maintain the dignity of participants, minimize psychological trauma, and provide researchers with valid 

and worthwhile data.  

 

The essay needs to have a conventional structure (Introduction, distinct body paragraphs, and a conclusion) 

 

Because you are working with several articles that are separate but related, you are going to need to use the 

techniques of paraphrase and summary when presenting your evidence.  HOWEVER, you should also use 

selected direct quotes when necessary and appropriate.  In other words, I want you use all of various forms of 

source integration available to you.   

 

You DO NOT need to have a Works Cited page, but please include any citations – such as (Nicholson 155) in the 

body of your essay.   

 

You may use any texts (dictionaries, other articles, notes) to assist you in writing.   

 

 

 

 

GOOD LUCK ON ALL OF YOUR FINALS !      
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PROMPT II: The Stanford Prison Authority Experiment  
 

Writing Situation:  You work for a major University (pick whichever one you like, or make up a name). You have 

been tasked with defending an IRB (Institutional Review Board - see page 154 of S&S) request to perform a 

modified version of the Stanford Prison experiment.   

 

A. Defend the need for continued research in the area. Address reasons why research into obedience 

remains a relevant and valid topic of scientific enquiry in 2016 

 

B. Summarize Zimbardo’s original experiment in general terms. Discuss specific ethical and practical issues 

with the experiment.  (HINT: DO NOT attempt to paraphrase the entire protocol, but locate ways of 

condensing the experiment’s key components)  

 

C. Forward an approach to the Prison authority experiment that addresses the fundamental ethical and 

epistemological concerns that are raised  Demonstrate how the modified approach would maintain the 

dignity of participants, minimize psychological trauma, and provide researchers with valid and worthwhile 

data.  

 

The essay needs to have a conventional structure (Introduction, distinct body paragraphs, and a conclusion) 

 

Because you are working with several articles that are separate but related, you are going to need to use the 

techniques of paraphrase and summary when presenting your evidence.  HOWEVER,  you should also use 

selected direct quotes when necessary and appropriate.  In other words, I want you use all of various forms of 

source integration available to you.   

 

You DO NOT need to have a Works Cited page, but please include any citations – such as (Zimbardo) in the body 

of your essay.  (Online articles will not require page numbers)  

 

You may use any texts (dictionaries, other articles, notes) to assist you in writing.   

 

 

 

 

GOOD LUCK ON ALL OF YOUR FINALS !      

 


