Five Steps for Essay Writing

Part 1 – Research/Preparing information
· topic: not too broad not too narrow

· how many sources? Depends on length of essay. Usually at least 2
· good sources vs. bad sources

· writing your thesis statement (what your essay is about)

· compile your notes (a list of your sources by author’s last name

Part 2 – Proposal (optional / depends on instructor)
Part 3 - Planning the essay
· write an outline. Create a sequence paragraphs (Intro. BP 1, BP 2, BP3, Conclusion)

· outline, stage 2: subtopics BP1a, BP1b, etc.)

· match your quotes from research to the topics and subtopics. If you don’t have enough info for a specific topic or subtopic, you should do more research or consider whether you can do without that section

Part 5 - Writing the essay
· First Draft: start with the detailed outline 

· Introduction: introduces the topic and tells the reader what the essay is going to be about and what the author is going to argue

· Each paragraph should represent one idea (although you may use more if you need to develop your point)

· If you make a claim support it with facts or details from your research. It should look like “assertion ( support, assertion ( support” etc. MAKE SURE YOU GIVE PROPER CREDIT TO YOUR SOURCES!!!

· Don’t worry about making it perfect. It is only the first draft!

· Second/Third/ Forth Draft (or however many you need)

· READ your draft over. Does it make sense? Do you support all of your assertions and points?

· The order of your body paragraph topics should follow the order you mentioned them in your introduction

· Use transitions between you body paragraphs so your reader knows what you are doing.  For example: “The next aspect of this topic to be discussed is…”

· Spelling: if you are writing on a computer, make sure your spell check is on. If you are unsure if you use the correct word, look it up in a dictionary.

· Grammar: Important areas to check include subject/verb agreement, tenses (people who are no longer alive “lived” while people who are alive “live” or “are living”)

· Double check to make sure that your quotes are in quotation marks (“ “) and they are cited correctly.

· Have someone read your essay before you turn it in.

What is a thesis?

A thesis statement declares what you believe and what you intend to prove. A good thesis statement makes the difference between a thoughtful essay and a simple retelling of facts.

A good working thesis will help you focus your search for information. But don't rush! You must do a lot of background reading before you know enough about a subject to identify key or essential questions. You may not know how you stand on an issue until you have examined the evidence. You will likely begin your research with a working, preliminary or tentative thesis which you will continue to refine until you are certain of where the evidence leads.

The thesis statement is typically (but not always) located at the end of your opening paragraph. (The opening paragraph serves to set the context for the thesis.) Remember, your reader will be looking for your thesis. Make it clear, strong, and easy to find.
Attributes of a good thesis:

· It should be contestable, proposing an arguable point with which people could reasonably disagree. A strong thesis is provocative; it takes a stand and justifies the discussion you will present.

· It tackles a subject that could be adequately covered in the format of the project assigned.
· It is specific and focused. A strong thesis proves a point without discussing “everything about …” Instead of music, think "American jazz in the 1930s" and your argument about it.

· It clearly asserts your own conclusion based on evidence. Note: Be flexible. The evidence may lead you to a conclusion you didn't think you'd reach. It is perfectly okay to change your thesis!

· It provides the reader with a map to guide him/her through your work.

· It anticipates and refutes the counter-arguments

· It avoids vague language (like "it seems").

· It avoids the first person. ("I believe," "In my opinion") The exception being the personal essay.  
· It should pass the So what? or Who cares? test (Would your most honest friend ask why he should care or respond with "but everyone knows that"?) For instance, "people should avoid driving under the influence of alcohol," would be unlikely to evoke any opposition.
How do you know if you've got a solid tentative thesis? 

Test Your Thesis:

· Does the thesis  inspire a reasonable reader to ask, "How?" or Why?"

· Would a reasonable reader NOT respond with "Duh!" or "So what?" or "Who cares?"

· Does the thesis  avoid general phrasing and/or sweeping words such as "all" or "none" or "every"?

· Does the thesis lead the reader toward the topic sentences (the subtopics needed to prove the thesis)?

· Can the thesis be adequately developed in the required length of the paper or project?

If you cannot answer "YES" to these questions, what changes must you make in order for your thesis to pass these tests?

